
SATs Information

Session

January 2026



What are they?

■ In England, the National Curriculum Assessments (or SATs) are taken by 
the children at the end of KS1 (Year 2) and KS2 (Year 6) in May every 
year.

■ They assess the children against the age-related expectations as set out 
by the National Curriculum.

■ For children, the SATs are used to form target grades in secondary 
school. For schools, the SATs are used as one factor – amongst many – 
in judging a school’s effectiveness.



When will they be?

The KS2 SATs are scheduled for Monday 11th May to Thursday 14th May. 
Monday
English grammar, punctuation and spelling Paper 1: questions
English grammar, punctuation and spelling Paper 2: spelling
Tuesday
English reading
Wednesday
Mathematics Paper 1: Arithmetic
Mathematics Paper 2: Reasoning
Thursday
Mathematics Paper 3: Reasoning



What is the scoring system?
■ The purpose of SATs is to measure the children’s attainment in maths, reading,

and grammar, punctuation and spelling (GPS).

■ The children are tested on curriculum content from Years 3-6

■ They will achieve a ‘scaled score’ from 80 – 120, with a score of 100 or
more meaning they have met the ‘expected standard’.

■ A pupil’s scaled score is based on their raw score. The raw score is the total 
number of marks a pupil scores in a test, based on the number of questions they 
answered correctly.

■ Tests are developed each year to the same specification, however, because the
questions are different, the difficulty of tests may vary each year.

Score What does this mean?

120 This is the highest score a child can get in the KS2 SATs

110 - 120 Any score above 110, including 120, means that a child has exceeded 
the expected standard in the test.

100-109 This is the expected standard for children.

80-99 Any children that is awarded a scaled score of 99 or below has not met
the expected standard in their KS2 SATs test.



What happens after the SATS?

■ Once the SATS have been completed by the 
children, they are then sent to be marked by 
external markers.

■ By the end of the Summer term (usually in July) the 
scores are sent back to school in both raw form and 
scaled score. Once these have been checked and 
agreed, you will receive a letter- outlining your 
child’s scores and a reminder about what their score 
means.



Writing

▪ There is no test for writing.

▪ Children’s writing is assessed by their teachers.

▪ Teachers take a sample of each child’s writing, to assess 
the extent to which it demonstrates the expected 
standard for the end of Key Stage 2.



Reading Paper

What the test looks like

■ The English reading test focuses on the comprehension elements of the 
national curriculum and includes a mixture of text types. The test is 
designed so that the texts increase in their level of difficulty.

■ The test consists of a reading booklet and a separate answer booklet. 
Pupils will have one hour to read the 3 texts in the reading booklet 
and complete the questions, which are worth 50 marks in total.











Reading Paper

The content of the 2025 reading paper

■ Retrieve and record information 30%

■ Make inferences from the text 48%

■ Give / explain the meaning of words in context 12%

■ The four remaining content areas take up the remaining 10% of the test



How can you help your child in 
reading?

Ask questions when you share a text

Retrieve and record information (30%)



How can you help your child in 
reading?

Ask questions when you share a text

Make inferences, using evidence from the text (48%)



How can you help your child in 
reading?

Ask questions when you share a text

Give / explain the meaning of words in context (12%)



How can you help your child in 
reading?

Home reading is key to every child’s success in reading

When you listen to your child read, ask them questions
that help them practise their skills.

✓ Encourage your child to read for pleasure

✓ Read with / listen to them read regularly

✓ Take their AR quiz alongside them - encourage them to read the 
questions to you (they can do this in their test!) but to complete 
the test independently

✓ https://www.yearsix.co.uk/sbc/practice.php
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SPaG Paper

What the test looks like

■ Paper 1: a combined question and answer booklet. Pupils will have 45
minutes to answer the questions, which are worth 50 marks in total.

■ Paper 2: spelling consists of a test transcript to be read by the test 
administrator and an answer booklet in which pupils write 20 spellings. 
The paper takes approximately 15 minutes but is not strictly timed. The 
spellings are worth 20 marks in total.



Paper 1



Paper 1



Paper 2



How can you help your child in 
SPaG?

■ Call out a word and ask your child to tell you a synonym (a word 
that means the same) or an antonym (a word that means the 
opposite).

■ If your child asks you a question, ask how he would rephrase it as 
a command (e.g. ‘Can you make me a drink?’ becomes, ‘Make me 
a drink!’)

■ Spend 5 minutes every day testing your child on different spelling
rules

■ Encourage your child to read a variety of texts (fiction, 
information books, comics, newspapers, magazines etc.) to 
broaden their vocabulary.

■ CGP workbooks.



Maths – Paper 1 : Arithmetic

■ 30 minutes

■ Total of 40 marks.

■ Tests children on the four operations – Addition, 
subtraction, multiplication and division.

■ Children will have to apply these across fractions, 
decimals and percentages.



Maths – Paper 1 : Arithmetic



Maths – Paper 1 : Arithmetic
There are four ‘2 mark’ questions asked every year.

These have always been two long multiplication questions and two dividing by 

two-digit number questions.



Maths – Paper 2 and 3 : Reasoning
■ Paper 2 Reasoning. Total of 35 marks. 40 minutes

■ Paper 3 Reasoning. Total of 35 marks. 40 minutes

■ Tests children on all aspects of the KS2 Maths curriculum.

■ This includes:

- Number and Place Value

- Calculations

- Fractions, Decimals and Percentages

- Ratio and Proportion

- Algebra

- Measurement

- Geometry

- Statistics



Maths – Paper 2 and 3: Reasoning



Maths – Paper 2 and 3: Reasoning
■ Some questions have a box that says, 'Show your method’. For these questions, children must

show their workings as they can still get a mark even if they do not get the answer correct.



How can you help your child in 
Maths?

■ Encourage them to learn their times tables – this will help with 
nearly every area of maths

■ Continue to access Century Tech

■ Use TTRS and Hit the Button to practice

■ Arithmetic Papers on www.yearsix.co.uk
■ Talk to your child’s maths teacher about any area they would

benefit from more practice

■ CGP – great workbooks

http://www.yearsix.co.uk/




What will SATs week look like?

■ The children come into school as they normally would

■ We then take them into the hall to have some toast and juice

■ Next, the children will go up into their classroom, with their class
teacher, who will deliver a ‘Wake and Shake’ session

■ The children will sit the test like they have previously practised

■ All tests will be completed before lunchtime

■ One lesson after the test will have a revision focus for the following test

■ The other lessons will be more relaxed and the children will take part in 
PE and art activities



How are we supporting your 
children?

■ Adaptive teaching approaches

■ Ensuring all children are challenged

■ Other adults supporting in the lessons to increase the 
support

■ Morning Maths

■ Century Tech

■ Regular exposure to past paper questions in the lessons

■ Practise SATs



How can you support your child?
■ During SATs week, ensure early bedtimes and routines are kept in place

■ Plenty to drink – water in school

■ Encourage them NOT to panic – discuss strategies to keep calm and
remember the breathing techniques we use in school

■ Ensure they know which room they are in and that they understand they 
will need to work in silence

■ SATs are part of our routine here in Year 6 – the children will be well 
prepared

■ Attend Pupil Learning Discussion appointments to get regular updates 
from their teachers

■ Remind children to try and enjoy the sessions and use them as an 
opportunity to show off what they can do.



Children needing extra support

■ For a small number of children, we can apply for extra support 
during SATs, known as access arrangements, which are 
currently being trialled in class. This will be based on their 
normal classroom practice.

■ There is set criteria for access arrangements, which must be 
met in order for them to be used during the tests.



What do the papers look like?

■ On the tables are a selection of past SATs papers.

■ Remember every SATs paper is different, the texts will not be reused.

■ If you have any questions surrounding the SATs, please speak to your 
child’s class teacher in the first instance, who will be more than happy to 
help.

■ 2026 key stage 2 national curriculum tests: information for parents 
- GOV.UK
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