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Geography: Location 

 

The British Empire expanded into many  

countries/ continents for specific reasons: 

America: was colonised for land to create plantations 
(huge farms where tobacco/sugar were grown) 

Africa: was colonised for precious gems and slaves 

India: was colonised for cotton and tea  

Australia: became a penal colony where Britain could send 
all their criminals who had been convicted. 

Hong Kong: access to sell opium (a kind of drug) to China  
 
                        
 
 

History: Change and         
Continuity 

The British Empire began in 1601 and 
ended in 1997. 

Throughout the time of the empire, countries  gradually 
gained their independence, or it was taken by force. 

The Commonwealth is different to the British Empire, 
where it is not about control from one country, rather 
countries are free to be associated with each other. Many 
countries in the Commonwealth were also once a  part of 
the Empire.  

History: Consequences 

Sir John Hawkins was responsible for the 
creation of the Slave Triangle—from Britain 

to Africa to America 

British trading companies, such as the East India 
Company, became so powerful that they controlled 
much of the trade in the colonies and around the 
world.  

Colonies provided valuable raw materials, such as 
sugar, tea, tobacco and cotton, which were imported 
into Britain.  

The British Empire was at the height of its power in 
the early 1900s, when it asked over 1 million soldiers 
to fight to protect it. 

History: Historical Significance 

King Henry VII- gave permission for John 
Cabot to sail the Atlantic for in search of 
trade routes to the Middle East. 

John Cabot led an expedition, got lost and ended up 
in America where he claimed land in the name of the 
king; he named it New-found-land. 

Captain John Smith set up the first successful colony 
in America. 

Captain James Cook was the first person to explore 
Australia.  

Queen Victoria declared herself the Empress of India. 

Sir Walter Raleigh was a privateer 
who raided Spanish colonies and stole 
their gold. 

History: Cause  

Britain built the empire on trade of goods 
it needed. 

Elizabeth I, envious of the Spanish and Portuguese      
Empires in the New World, encouraged exploration of the 
world. 

In the 16th and 17th centuries, British colonies were   
established in North America and the Caribbean (known as 
the West Indies at the time) and important trading posts 
were set up in India.  

History: Historical  

interpretation 

History has since reflected on the Empire 
and many apologies have been issued. 

Towns have removed statues and streets renamed to 
avoid links to the Empire and the past. 

Now there are debates about pieces of history being held 
in the British Museum that came from countries from the 
empire and whether they should be returned.  

Geography: Position 

The Empire grew to include large areas 
of North America, Australia, New          
Zealand, Asia and Africa, as well as small 
parts of Central and South America. 

At one time, over 400 million people lived under the     
Empire in 13 colonies, all strategically placed for trading. 

In 1922, it was the largest empire the world had ever seen, 
covering around a quarter of Earth’s land surface.  

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/countries/facts-about-australia/
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